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pearls. The name of the mler is Ao-aaf A-Fa-lci. To the south-west is the sea (Persian Gulf) The men who are engaged in pearl-fishing get into a leather bag, having only their hands free. A rope is attached to their loins, and thus they glide down to the bottom of the sea. They take the pearl-oysters together with sand and mud, and put them in the bag. Sometimes they are attacked theie below by sea-monsters, when they squirt vinegar against them and drive them away. When the bag has been filled up with oysters, they inform the men above by pulling the rope, and are then hoisted up. Sometimes it happens that the pearl-fishers die (in the sea).
The biography of Kuo Kran states. The imperial army (after returning from Kgypt and Syria) went to the south-west (it is not clear from what place) to the kingdom of Shi-lo-fae. The enemy's
In the History of the T'ang (618-907) the camel-bird is again mentioned as a bud of Persia. It is also stated there that the ruler of Tu-Jiuo-lo (To-khaiestan) sent a camel-bird to the Chinese emperor. The Chinese materia medica Pen tbao Jccvny mu, written in the sixteenth century, gives (chap. xlix ) a good description of tho ostrich, compiled from ancient authors. It is haul, amongst othor things, to eat copper, iion, stones, &c , and to have only two claws on its feet. Its legs axe so strong that it can dangerously wound a man b> jerking It can run 300 li a day. Its native countries are A-dan (Aden), Dju-bo (on the Kastorn African coast) A rude but tolerably exact drawing of the camel-bird in the Pen tsao proves that the ostrich was well known to the Chinese in ancient times, and that they paid great attention to it. In the History of the Ming dynasty, chap, cccxxvi., the country of Hu-lu-mo-sz1 (Honuuz on the Persian Gulf) is mentioned as producing ostriches.
In a learned article on the geographical distribution of the ostrich by the well-known ornithologists Hartlaub and Finch (Peterm. " Geogr. Mitth.," xvi. 380), it is observed that in recent books of ornithology the ostrich is always spoken of only as a bird of Africa, whilst Xenophon saw it on the borders of the Euphrates; and ancient Persian authors as well as the Chinese mention it as a Persian bird, occurring even in tho eastern part of Persia. Tho inquiries made on this subject by modern travellers have led to the interesting conclusion that up to the present time oBtnches are met with, although not frequently, in Wefttern Asia. The Prussian Consul at Damascus states that every year about 500 ostriches are killed in tho deserts near that place, The well-known traveller, Tambery, informed the authors of the above-mentioned article that ostriches are well known in Kennan, and that they are also occasionally killed on the Lower Oxus, near Kuugrat.
K